
SERIES OVERVIEW
Middle schoolers are full of great questions, but knowing where to ask their questions is 
tough. Some questions don’t make sense to ask their friends, others are embarrassing 
to share with their parents, and some never come up in school. So where can they ask? 
We think a Transit small group is the best place to ask those great questions. 

BOTTOM LINE
When bad things happen, Jesus knows and cares. 

SCRIPTURE
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also 
weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled.  “Where have you laid him?” he 
asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they replied. Jesus wept. // John 11:33-35

DISCUSSION GUIDE
Small Group Leaders, use the questions below to guide your conversation.

CONVERSATION STARTERS
What show from your childhood do you still love?
What’s something bad in the news that made you wonder, “God, are you paying 
attention?”

WHAT GOD SAYS
Read John 11:33–35. What bad thing had happened to make these people cry? 
What was Jesus “deeply moved” by? (The tears of the people who told him 
Lazarus had died.)
How do we know Jesus cared about his friends that were hurting? (He wept.) 

WHAT WE CAN DO
When bad things happen in the world and people are hurting, do you think Jesus 
knows and cares? Why or why not?
When there is a news story about something like a war in Ukraine, do people talk 
more about the terrible stuff or the helpers? 
How can we remind each other that when bad things happen Jesus knows and 
cares? (Look for the helpers to remind you that God is working. Talk to God about 
your cares and concern for the people that are hurting.)

LEADERS – Summer will be here before we know it! Now is a great time to plan a fun 
outing that your group can do outside of Transit. Pro tip: ask your students for ideas!
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