
INSPIRING STUDENTS TO DISCOVER A FAITH OF THEIR OWN.

Sunday, July 18
Today In Large Group

Last week, we talked about how if you want more space now, you need to lean in to the

authorities over you and earn their trust. We said that space increases as trust is

earned. And in middle school, your parents are a very important authority that is in your 
life now. But when it comes to honoring your parents, it’s not just about getting more 
space now. It’s about setting yourself up for success for the rest of your life. Paul tells us 
how to do this in his letter to the Ephesians. We are called to honor our parents.


Bottom Line
How you treat your parents 
now will impact the rest of 

your life.

Discussion Questions
Do you think that good relationships take work? Why or why not?


Which relationship do you naturally want to work harder on/put more effort towards: the one with your parents or 
with your friends? Teachers or parents? Girlfriend/boyfriend or parents? Why do you think that is? 


Do you think your parents want to have a good relationship with you? If so, how have you seen them make an effort 
to do this? If not, how do you wish they would make an effort?


Read Ephesians 6:2–3  
What do you think it means to “honor” someone? 

(to respect someone; to show someone they are important to you)


What do you think “go well with you” means? 


This verse seems to say that your life will be better if you honor your parents? Do you think this is true? Why or why 
not?


Better does not always mean easy, fun, or enjoyable. However, when we are honoring the people around us, we 
tend to be more joyful and more at peace, than if we were harboring anger and bitterness towards others.


Why would God, our ultimate authority, be so interested in how we honor our earthly authorities? 


Will you have authorities for the rest of your life? How would honoring your parents now improve those relationships 
later? 


Scripture
“Honor your father and mother’—which 
is the first commandment with a promise
—‘so that it may go well with you and 
that you may enjoy long life on the 
earth.” 	 	 	 Ephesians 6:2-3



