
INSPIRING STUDENTS TO DISCOVER A FAITH OF THEIR OWN.

Sunday, October 17
Today In Large Group

Some people view Jesus as an odd combination of perplexing teacher and stoic monk. He seems 
to be unaffected by events around him and to be above the people, rather than with them. 
However, in John 11 we find a very different view of our Savior. We’ll see that Jesus came to 
Lazarus’s home a few days after he died. Jesus was met by Lazarus’s sisters who were weeping 
and grieving the death of their brother. Moved by their sadness, “Jesus wept.” This tiny verse 
summarizes an important idea: that Jesus’s heart breaks when your heart breaks.

Bottom Line
Jesus’s heart breaks when 

your heart breaks.

Discussion Questions
Do you believe that Jesus cares about the hard and sad things happening in the world?

Do you believe Jesus cares about what you care about? Why or why not?

Have you ever been sad because a friend or relative is sad? What do you call that emotion? (compassion)

Read the Scripture. Lazarus’s sister, Mary, said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died.” Is she correct? 

The shortest verse in the Bible is “Jesus wept.” If Jesus knew he could raise Lazarus from the dead, why 
you think he was so upset? (Seeing everyone else’s emotion.)

Would it surprise most middle schoolers that Jesus gets “deeply moved” over what happens to people? 
What sort of things do you think move him today?

Jesus doesn’t always fix problems in the world or in our lives, but what does he always do? (Never leaves 
us alone in our pain. Always has compassion.)

Does it ever feel pointless or silly bringing your prayer requests to God? What causes that hesitation?

How can we pray for you this week?

Scripture
When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at 
his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come 
along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and 
troubled. “Where have you laid him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” 
they replied. Jesus wept.  // John 11:32–35


